Dr John Bodkin Adams, born in Randalstown County Antrim, Ireland, in 1899 was the son of
Samuel Adams, a lay preacher of the Plymouth Brethren.Adams like his father was also a member
all his life. (Other notable Plymouth Brethren were John George Haigh, nicknamed “The Acid Bath
Murderer”)

Adams 5ft5’tall, short and stout was deeply religious all his life, this shows in the bible his father
gave him in 1908 at the age of 9 years.

He annotates the book underlying quotes such as “My God, My God” and referring to them in the
chapters of the New Testament.

With doctors on both sides of the Adams family, he studied as a student at Queens University,
Belfast. Studies did not come easily to Adams and suffering a breakdown was nursed back to
health, recovering fully, qualifying with a good degree.

The victim of an over dominant mother, Adams moved to Eastbourne in 1922 and when he
acquired £3,000 from a wealthy patient that he regularly visited he purchased the 18 roomed Kent
Lodge

He moved his mother, his cousin, later his chauffeur, butler into the property and used it as a
surgery where he practised throughout his life.

In ten years Adams became one of Eastbourne’s most fashionable and well liked doctors tending
the landed gentry ,the aging rich including The Duke of Devonshire

His passion included cars .Shooting, Adams other great love saw him attend the Tokyo Olympic
Games.

He was briefly engaged to a wealthy butcher’s daughter, but mother soon saw the future in-laws
off, He never married, his mother remaining a great influence until her death.

Having been left several large bequests from wealthy widows, whispers of the good doctor’s deeds
gathered attention from the national press. In August 1956, in an extraordinary move the British
Medical Council sent a letter to all Eastbourne doctors, including Adams, requesting for their
Professional Secrecy if interviewed by the police and the case against him began to gather
momentum. Adams attached written notes to his copy including money he had received from Miss
M (Clara Neil- Miller ) and money paid to Mrs S (Mrs Sharp)

In October 1956, Hannan from Scotland Yard sent a dossier to Sir Theobald Matthews, the
Director of Public Prosecutions. Hannan had searched records and found that Adams had 132 wills,
containing countless bequests of money, antiques, silver and jewellery including two Rolls Royce
cars, non declared cremation forms also came to light.
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Adams was duly charged with the murder of wealthy patients, including Bobbie Hullett, a
high society lady who resided in the Meads.

Her husband, Jack Hullett, a wealthy retired Lloyds underwriter had died of a heart attack on
13" March 1956, a few hours after Adams had attended the house and injected him with a
dose of morphine. Although Adams only received £500 from his will, six months later,
Bobbie Hullett - his wife died aged 49 from a stroke after a drug induced overdose.

Two days prior the death Adams expedited a £1,000 cheque from Bobbie and, when asked to
explain himself by the cashier, he replied “this lady is not long for this world”.

The same day he also telephoned Her Majesty’s Coroner to ask for a private post mortem.
Startled ,the coroner asked the time of the patient’s death to which Bodkin replied “Oh, she
isn’t dead yet!” The post mortem revealed 115 grains of barbiturates in Bobbie’s body.

He then inherited the Rolls Royce he had always coveted

Other estates from which he benefitted were the spinster Neil-Miller sisters — Hilda and Clara
They lived at Mrs Sharp’s residential home at number 30 St Johns Road, Meads.

Hilda died in 1953 leaving her estate to Clara and by early 1954 Clara was also dead leaving
Adams the sole executor and beneficiary to her will. Adams tended to Clara regularly and his
last visit lasted 45 minutes. According to one guest the good doctor had left her window wide
open on a cold night with the bedclothes pulled down and her nightie up

Clara’s friends, writing to her regularly, had no idea that she was near to death and continued
to write even after her death.

Mrs Sharp died in November 1956 and was cremated quickly just before Adams was called in
before the police

Adams when arrested and when charged he replied “Murder? Murder? Can you prove it was
murder? | do not think you can prove murder, she was dying anyway!” Clara’s body was
exhumed at the local cemetery in December 1956 as the evidence began to mount

Whilst awaiting trial in Brixton Prison, Bodkin carried his saviour with him — A prayer book
given to him by the Chaplain in December1956. Throughout, Adams annotated the prayer
book. Several momentous days for him were the second week over and the third week began
when he wrote “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” and underlined “Even in death there
is nothing to fear” to name just a few

Beside his annotations, he also used a sign known only unto him a cross with four small dots
which can also be found on letters from Clara’s friends of which Adams had kept for over 2
years after her death.

On Tuesday gt April 1957, after the longest trial in history, he was acquitted of murder and
wrote in the corner to the page the single word “Free” along with the date.

“Home Sunday” was also written in the book and “We are constantly making use of him and
we find ourselves naturally turning to him’.

After his release, he was whisked away by the press and quoted

“l knew all the time what was going to happen, God has a purpose in doing this to me, it has
never been an ordeal”

Struck off the British Medical Association and still living his lavish lifestyle

(The housekeeper’s book for 1969 shows him spending on average £10 per week on
provisions) he was reinstated after just four years.

He died in 1983, one of the wealthiest doctors ever to live with an estate valued at over
£400,000
(The equivalent of over £3 million today)

You Decide



Buyers Premium of 20% + Vat will be added to the
hammer price

Reduced to 15% for prompt payment before
Tuesday following the sale

Personal effects from the late
Dr John Bodkin Adams

227 Swan pen gold plated fountain
pen belonging to the late Dr John
Bodkin Adams, inscribed 'Dr
Adams Eastbourne, Mabie Todd
and Co, New York, made in the
US, patent Jan 19 1915', 13cm
long 30/40

228 Onoto gold plated fountain pen
belonging to the late Dr John
Bodkin Adams, inscribed 'Dr J.B.
Adams Eastbourne’, De La Rue
Onoto London gold nib, 12cm
long 30/40

228A Parker Maxima Duofold fountain

pen belonging to the late Dr John
Bodkin Adams, inscribed Dr
Adams Eastbourne to the barrel

10/15

229 Yardley gold plated rolled gold
pencil belonging to the late Dr
John Bodkin Adams, initials to
the side JBA 15/20

230 Ivory letter opener, belonging to
the late Dr John Bodkin Adams,
initialled '‘BA', 28cm long  25/35

231 Ebony walking stick with gold
metal handle, inscribed 'Dr John
Bodkin Adams Eastbourne’, the
stick carved with Irish clover
leaves, 84cm long 60/80

232 Black silk wooden handled
umbrella with silver collar,
inscribed 'Dr Adams Eastbourne'

30/40

233 Pair of Dr John Bodkin Adams
reading glasses, worn in his later
years of life, housed in a blue
leather case, 'J.B. Adams'
inscribed to inside, 11cm long

30/50



234 Silver match case holder, 237 Brass surgery name plate 'Dr J.B.

inscribed Dr Adams Eastbourne Adams', 25cm x 10cm 20/30
to interior, Birmingham 1935,
6Ccm X 4cm 15/20

238 Black zip up leather document
wallet, belonging to Infamous Dr
Bodkin Adams, initialled 'JBA',

235 Glass and brass syringe, housed 40cm x 27cm 20/30

in a chrome case with two
needles, belonging to the late
notorious Dr John Bodkin
Adams, 8cm long 25/35

239 Pair of horn rimmed gold metal
spectacles as worn by the late Dr
John Bodkin Adams, housed in a

236 'Are You Feeling Better Sir- black case, 11cm long 40/60
black and white photograph of
the infamous Dr John Bodkin
Adams beside the bed of a
gentleman patient accompanied
by his good lady wife, 16cm X
10cm 5/10



